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I’m sure you all understood my sermon title as soon as we read the John text.  Yes, 

2000 years ago and in the Bible itself, Thomas is the original Missourian, the “Show Me” 

disciple.   As I drive around MO, I’ve realized that Missourians are proud of the state motto.  

There’s the Show Me Auto, Show Me Barbeque, Show Me Antiques – its everywhere ! In 

Christian history, Thomas had the nickname of Doubting Thomas, as that was how lots of 

folks interpreted this passage – I propose that its more accurate to call him Show Me 

Thomas.   Recently, though, it seems that commentators are defending Thomas, recognizing 

that everyone else in the group had seen and talked to Jesus but him, when for whatever 

reason he wasn’t gathered in that locked room with them on that first Easter eve.  Of course 

he’d want the same experience!  He didn’t want anything different from what his fellow 

disciples had already had - they all saw and believed; he wanted to see and believe.  Some 

commentators chided Thomas for not accepting the word of his colleagues, those other 

disciples he’d been traveling with for a few years.   I don’t.  Somebody resurrected isn’t just 

an easy thing to take someone’s word for.   

 After all, seeing the resurrected Jesus isn’t, like running into your pastor at WalMart 

or Rameys – several of you have seen me at a restaurant, or a store.  Nobody has to be 

jealous of that.  I might seem out of context, but it’s not unbelievable.  Seeing me in jeans 

with dirty knees at the community garden might not be my usual look at church functions, 

but it’s not really extraordinary.   But seeing the resurrected Jesus – I’d want to see for 

myself if at all possible, especially if others were seeing him, too.   

After all, people say that they see extraordinary things and are convinced they did – 

even extremely unlikely things.  We joke, for example, about Elvis sightings – I’m not taking 

anyone’s word for that.  Of course, although Elis was The King, we never confused him with 

God.   And there many who insist they’ve seen UFOs, or been abducted by aliens.  The whole 

X-Files show that was so popular several years ago was based on those kinds of stories. 

Those are certainly out of the realm of daily experience.  I’d doubt anyone who told me 

something like that.  I’d probably look for alternate explanations even if I HAD an 

experience like that.  A certain amount of healthy skepticism is a good thing, as opposed to 



being totally gullible.  I’ve heard a few gullible jokes – look it up on the Internet – there are 

lots.  People do fall for things.  If we didn’t, folks who run Ponzi schemes and other cons 

wouldn’t succeed.  We have a lot of sayings -  “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably 

is.” Or, - “Buyer Beware.”  “Trust but verify.” On top of that, some people like to pull pranks.   

People enjoy watching other folks get fooled – back when I was little, there was Candid 

Camera – these days my kids have watched a show called Punked, which pulls pranks on 

celebrities.   There’s lots of misinformation out there, too - when my son was researching 

the Holocaust, for example, he found web sites stating that it was a hoax and never 

happened.  There’s even a group of people that believe our government lied about landing 

on the moon and faked all the pictures.    

Religious beliefs are not immune.  The other night, Dateline had a show about some 

charismatic and persuasive religious leaders who went way far out of line, and their 

congregants went right along with them.  Several new religious traditions and Christian 

variants depend on rather unbelievable things – for those of us raised outside of them, 

anyway.    Between 610 and 632 in Arabia, Mohammed preached and taught what he 

claimed be the very words of God through the angel Gabriel; gathered and written 

eventually as the Qu’ran,  only the spoken or recited words are actually considered to have 

power.    Although he acknowledges Judaism and Christianity in his doctrines, the words 

that came through Mohammed are believed by his followers to be the culmination of God’s 

revelation which supersedes even the work of Jesus Christ.   We know Islam has millions of 

followers who don’t doubt this is so. 

In 1830, Joseph Smith dictated & published the Book of Mormon, claiming it was an 

ancient story revealed to him about a prophet-warrior named Mormon and his son Moroni, 

and that it now supersedes the Bible.  He has many followers who don’t doubt this is so.       

In 1976, Helen Schucman published the material of  A Course In Miracles, saying 

that her inner voice was Jesus dictating it to her.  Its materials have been published all over 

the world, with many adherents who believe it is so.   

Since Dan Brown’s  book and movie The DaVinci Code, there’s been a renewal of 

interest in ancient writings that were intentionally not included in our Bible, the Gospels of 

Thomas and Mary Magdalene among others.  I’ve read several of these – they all seem to 

claim to be secret things Jesus said to that particular person only, because Jesus loved them 



more and the others were jealous.   Although they say some neat things, they obviously are 

slanted towards certain more esoteric beliefs, and I think its easy to see why they were not 

adopted into the canon of Scripture.   

How do we know the faith we follow isn’t just something we’ve convinced ourselves 

about, on the words of some really good speakers and writers?  How do we know we 

haven’t been had?   

SHOW ME, says Thomas. And Jesus did. 

I don’t blame Thomas, even if a whole group of good, sincere friends were rejoicing 

over seeing Jesus alive, for wanting to see for himself.  It’s a pretty incredible story.   He’s 

right to not just follow blindly.  The apostle Paul later reasons in 1 Corinthians 15, that if X 

wasn’t raised, and if the dead in X aren’t raised, then we are of all people most foolish, 

believing like we do and trusting in God for some unbelievable thing.  He goes on to 

exclaim, but thanks be to God, X is raised from the dead, as the first fruits of those who have 

died!  And in the same passage he tells of the hundreds who saw Christ, including he 

himself.     

Jesus generously returns among the disciples again when Thomas is there, so he can 

see like the rest; and Thomas is the only disciple to ever exclaim, “My Lord & My God!”   

Then Jesus adds a sentence for all the rest of us since then who have to take the 

word of all the disciples and witnesses, “Blessed are those who have not seen, and who 

have come to believe.”   We have the exclamation of Show Me Thomas as well as the 

experience of the other apostles; including Paul, later.  We have the life-changing results of 

that experience on them, especially the work of the Holy Spirit in spreading the gospel that 

has come down through the centuries to us today.   We have the inner testimony of that 

same Spirit in our hearts, as we also say, “Show Me” and God speaks in that still, small 

voice.  We who have not seen the actual resurrected Jesus Christ with our eyes nor touched 

with our hands – we believe not only because of the testimony of those folks 2,000 years 

ago, not only because of all those since who have had the experience of God’s Spirit in their 

heart and life; but now, the faith passed along to us like a baton passed in a long relay race, 

we, too, are invited to “taste and see” that the Lord is good, we are invited to let the very 

Spirit of God fill our hearts, and we are invited to trust the goodness of God shown 

throughout history, and today in our lives as well.  Resurrection faith continues to move 



people beyond themselves, to increase hope and love in the world, and inspire (breathe) us 

to our highest.  Resurrection faith calls us to live into God’s promised future, and seek to let 

that future come alive in us now as the way God intends humanity to be.  It tells us that our 

suffering and our dedication are not for nothing, but are fitting us for that kingdom of God 

that is still emerging.  We are set on a new path and headed for a new home where God’s 

peace and justice and love reign supreme.  Thanks be to God! AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

         *    **************************************************** 

Gamaliel’s advice is rather smart, and good for us to take today.  If it’s of God, we 

don’t want to be found fighting it – whatever “it” is.  I’m thinking in terms of gay folks in 

church, for ex.   If that’s where the HS is working, we should be, too.  If it’s not of God, it will 

fail.  Why do we doubt those who say God is calling them, and that their orientation is not 

their choice?   

I’m thinking in terms of what the Feasting commentary talked about re John – 

believing the words & exp of our fellow Christians, even if it calls us to examine our own.  

He says Thomas’ (Twin’s) main problem is not the sensate touching & seeing – everyone 

else has seen & touched and talked to Jesus, why shouldn’t he? – but rather that he is very 

sharp in saying their words are lies unless he sees it, too.   Why would they lie?  And, in the 

2000 years since, we’ve all had to depend on the testimony & experiences of the Christian 

community, varied as they are- and as colored by people’s culture as they are – and as 

tainted by their own issues as they are…… 



We’ve been talking about Grace in our Tues Bible Study – deep stuff, good 

discussions.   This last week we talked about grace v legalism, the need for everyone to 

agree with our rules, to have the rules of being right spelled out, and to judge whether 

others meet them as well as we do.   The praying guy who lauds his own spirituality and is 

SO grateful to not be a sinful tax collector….. 

We can get ourselves so wound up – I remember that church meeting where each 

person who stood to talk dissed the one before them as not hearing the right Spirit, or 

hearing the Spirit right.  I remember my elder at OVPC who claimed that She had the Spirit! 

And so her opinions were God’s – I said, And therefore I DON’T have the Spirit?  But I DO.  

For a trained social worker, she was pretty immature about things - unsophisticated.   

Seeing is Believing    The Gospel of the Show-Me State   The Show-Me Gospel of 

Missouri 

 

Working preacher 

As many have noted, although he is famous as "Doubting" Thomas, he asks for no more 

than what the rest of them, including Mary Magdalene, have already received. As we will 

see, Thomas' words do not seem particularly troubling to Jesus, but one might imagine the 

existence of significant tension between Thomas and the other disciples in the room. After 

all, Thomas has in so many words called them liars to their face. "I won't believe you until I 

see for myself." However, despite what might have transpired during the rather awkward 

week that followed the first appearance (verse 26a), they are still together… 

…At any rate, Jesus does not admonish Thomas and, in fact, invites him to satisfy his doubt 

by seeing for himself (verses 27).  Even if he were to be considered a doubter (as the 

traditional interpretation understands him), he is welcomed into the peace of Christ before 

he can either apologize or defend himself. Congregations and communities of faith often do 

not do well with dissidents and direct challenges in their midst. Christ calls them and us to 

live into his peace as a way of reaching our own peace with each other…. 

…Christ seems less concerned than we often are about adherence to one interpretation of 

his life and resurrection. He sends Thomas, doubters, and all of us to continue his work. 

 

Thomas' response stands as the highest affirmation of Christ by any person in the gospel, 

"My Lord and my God!" (verse 28). What the narrator proclaimed in the prologue ("and the 

Word was with God and the Word was God" (1:1)), this non-doubting Thomas speaks from 

his own lips. His words exceed even the stated purpose of the gospel, which the narrator 

provides immediately following, that these things are written to lead us to believe "merely" 



that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. Whether we have the faith of Thomas or the faith 

described at the end of this passage, the goal is that we find our life, our zoē, within the life 

of the crucified and risen Christ, who sends us out as his Father also sent him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 5:27-41 
27When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned 

them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the 

apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors 

raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as 

Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 33When 

they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named 

Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, respected by all the people, stood up and ordered the men to be put 

outside for a short time. 35Then he said to them, “Fellow Israelites, consider carefully what you propose 

to do to these men. 36For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of 

men, about four hundred, joined him; but he was killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and 

disappeared. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up at the time of the census and got people to follow 

him; he also perished, and all who followed him were scattered. 38So in the present case, I tell you, keep 

away from these men and let them alone; because if this plan or this undertaking is of human origin, it 

will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them—in that case you may even be found 

fighting against God!” They were convinced by him, 40and when they had called in the apostles, they had 

them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41As they left 

the council, they rejoiced that they were considered worthy to suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.  

 

Psalm 150 
1Praise the LORD! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!  



2Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness!  
3Praise him with trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp!  
4Praise him with tambourine and dance; praise him with strings and pipe!  
5Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  
6Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! Praise the LORD!  

 

Revelation 1:4-8 
4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed 

us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him 

be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see 

him, even those who pierced him; and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. 

Amen. 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 

the Almighty.  

 

John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 

disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 

be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced 

when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors 

were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 30Now 

Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But 

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 

through believing you may have life (zoe) in his name. 
 

SEEDS… 

Beverly Gaventa suggests that Gamaliel emerges not as "a narrow and censorious legalist, butéa 
warm and compassionate teacher who was quite aware that the God of Israel sometimes acted in 
benevolently surprising ways." This glimpse of "a sensitive and open-minded sage" just goes to 



show, Gaventa writes, that "it is not always easy to categorize or to place under one roof those who 
live just and compassionate lives. 'In my Father's house there are many dwelling places' (John 14:2), 
and one of those would seem to shelter the Gamaliels of the world" (Texts for Preaching Year C).  

Both sides in today's story, the disciples and the Sanhedrin, were convinced that they possessed the 
truth. Perhaps Gamaliel had the humility to wait on God, to listen for God, and to open himself to the 
possibility of a new thing unfolding in the life of God's people. The council at least found him 
persuasiveé. 

Progressive 

This weekôs lectionary readings focus on the vital, life-transforming breath of God. Godôs Spirit breathes in and through 

us and all things, inspiring and transforming us and all humankind. Godôs resurrection mercies are ñnew every morning.ò 

The lectionary invites preachers and congregants to breathe in Godôs creative and life-giving spirit and to explore spiritual 

practices such as breath prayer, the simple focus on your breath as a way of opening to the Holy Spirit. This weekôs 

scriptures afford an excellent opportunity to plan a half hour centering prayer or breath prayer workshop. 

The Holy Spirit, as Godôs life-transforming presence moving in our lives, gives us courage to face the challenges of our 

time. The ones who abandoned Jesus at the Cross are now willing to face death to proclaim resurrection faith. In the spirit 

of the prophets and justice-seekers throughout the centuries, Peter proclaims that ñwe must obey God rather than human 

authority.ò In contemporary internet language, at Jerusalem following Pentecost, the resurrection event that spiritually 

revived a handful of Jesusô disciples has gone ñviral,ò now embracing the whole earth. Nothing, not even the Roman 

Empire or the Jewish religious establishment, can hinder the good news of resurrection love. 

Resurrection is universal as well as intimate. Long before Easter and Pentecost, Godôs Spirit moved in creation. The 

Psalmist shouts the words, ñLet everything that breathes praise God!ò This is spiritual direction at its best. Each morning 

as I wait for my internet connection, I breathe in deeply the Spirit of God. Whenever I become anxious or stressed, I take a 

moment to breathe in Godôs Spirit of Shalom and Transformation. Today, the pastor can challenge his congregation to 

breathe, that is, to become consciously aware of Godôs presence with every breath. What if the pastor invited the 

congregation to stop for a moment after the scripture readings to take time for silent breathing, and then invited the 

congregants to incorporate breath prayer into their daily activities? This is not just metaphor, but opening to Godôs real 

presence in every breath.  

 

 


