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It’s an interesting journey to learn more about observing Lent
as a spiritual practice. At least, I’ve found that to be true in my life.

Growing up, my church never referred to Lent; we just had
Palm Sunday, Good Friday and Easter. Lent is actually an old tradi-
tion of the church — an invitation to enter into Jesus’ fast in the desert,
or to experience in our bodies the self-sacrifice and discomfort of
hunger, or to take on the self-denial challenge of giving something up
for a period. The purpose is to grow in spiritual understanding and
thankfulness to Christ.

We are not the only religious tradition that practices fasting in
some form: as Islam has been more in the news, we’ve learned about
the month-long fast during Ramadan (eating only after sunset, and
lightly), which is to experience the hunger of our neighbors and be
moved to give. Our Native American forbears also practiced fasts,
“giving away” personal comfort in order to pray or seek guidance.

What I’ve already learned in Lent is how tricky I can be in at-
tempting to bypass my discomfort — I’m pretty creative in getting
around my own decisions! This self-discipline thing takes work. But
that’s what Lent is all about.

Blessings, Pastor Becky
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Fill the Pews on ‘Bring a Friend’ Sunday Mar. 21

Attendance at services is up, a new photo directory is in the works, a
Confirmation Class ministers to young people—activities abound at 1st
Presbyterian! The Session has designated March 21 as a special Sun-
day to share with the community. You’re urged to bring that guest or
neighbor you’ve been meaning to invite to Morning Worship at 10 am.
(and to fellowship time following). Even if you don’t bring a visitor, be
there to help welcome the new and old friends who come.

Our thanks to The Ozark Horsetrader for their
help in printing The Chimes over the last year!

March Birthdays
Nancy Henry, 7th

Natalie Stewart, 7th
Pastor Becky, 15th

Viola Lewis, 17th

Chrys Fisher, 17th
Barbara Gingles, 20th
Nancy Thomas, 24th
Chris Herbolsheimer, 27th
Mary Louise Grisham, 28th
Rachel Pettit, 29th

March Anniversaries
Steve & Pat Jacobs

Fred & Marge Heinecke

John & Emily Grisham

Contact Information For the Record

Email: 1stpresbychurch@centurytel.net
Website: firstpreswp.org
Becky - -

Sunday Attendance (February Average) 71
January Contributions
January Expenses
Exceeded need (thank you!)

$9,527.25

$7,659.62
$1,867.63

If you have an item to be included in the newsletter, please email Susannah Curtis at
susannah@tabletopart.org or leave a message: 417-256-2784. Deadline for submission is the 20th.




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 Choir 7 p.m. 4 5 6
Deacons Ladies’ Bible Preshytery
5pm Study First Christian Church mtg at 1st
7:00 pm Lent Service
6 p.m. (Rev. Elliot Anderson) & Calvary/
6:00 pm Soup Supper Spgfd.
7 8 9 10 Choir 7 p.m. 11 12 13
Ladies’ Bible Westminster
Study All Saints’ Lent Service | Guild 1:30pm
6 o.m 7:00 pm Service
p-m. (Rev. Mike Heston)
6:00 pm Soup Supper
14 Communion 15 16 17 18 19 20
Baked Potato Potluck after Ladies’ Bible Session
church. Study 1st Pres. Lent Service |6 pm
Confirmation class 6 p.m. 7:00 pm Service
(Fr. Joe Weidenbenner)
4 pm 6:00 pm Soup Supper
Daylight Savings!
21 22 23 24 Choir 7 p.m. 25 26 27
‘Bring a friend to church’ Ladies’ Bible _
Sunday (see story on p. 1) Study St Paul's Lent Service | | Al woman are invited to the Women’s Bi-
6 o.m 7:00 pm Service ble Stud Tuesd t6
Confirmation class 4 p.m. (Rev. Mike Kyle) e Study on Tuesdays at 6 pm.
onfirmation class 4 pm i i . .
2 Coffee fellowship following | | ¢ you signed up to provide a soup for the
30 31 Choir 7 p.m. Lent service March 17, please bring it to
Ladies’ Bible Fellowship Hall by 5:30 p.m.
gtu?" Come to the annual “Baked Potato Pot-
p-m. luck” March 14 after worship. Bring top-

Shading = Worship Service at 1st Presbyterian

pings or dessert; potatoes will be fur-
nished.
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UPCOMING EASTER EVENTS

Eastel Egg Hunt, Mar\. %8., 3tob pm at

the hame of Richard’an ol [Silvey
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It might be spring in the Ozarks... when the robins appear, geese are flying north, and lady bugs invade my window sills!



